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FoSBR Newsletter         Number 104         November 2020 

(Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways) 
 

Another newsletter published during a lockdown... 
 

As in the earlier part of this year, the government is advising that people should now stay 
at home and only make essential journeys, avoiding public transport.  During this 
lockdown, Great Western services have remained unchanged and not reduced - this is 
welcome.  We hope that, as things ease and people start to venture out again, journeys 
should be relatively low risk - because social distancing remains easy on trains that 
continue to have low passenger numbers.   

However, as suspected, the Treasury is now getting anxious about the cost of running 
largely empty trains and is demanding cuts to services.  At the beginning of November, 
trains only carried 31% of the passengers as at the same time last year and there is 
concern now that possibly one-fifth of commuters will stay away from rail travel 
indefinitely.  The Times (on 10 November) says "The Department of Transport has told 
[train] companies to submit plans to make railways more 'financially sustainable' while still 
providing enough capacity for Covid-safe travel.  One rail industry source said that service 
levels could be reduced to about 80 or 85 percent of pre-pandemic levels".   

Despite this, we hope that the Government continues to invest in and champion the 
railway.  In the longer term our rail services will need all the support they can get to ensure 
they don't just survive (in a world that could easily be one of limited funds) but grow - in 
order to tackle the climate emergency.   

The continuing pandemic means that we are planning for an online AGM on Friday 29th 
January 2021.  We know this will disappoint many people (our chair included!) and will 
exclude some members but, as we cannot predict what will happen and whether we will 
be able to meet in person, we have had to come to this decision.  It does not mean that 
there will not be small groups of people meeting at other times (when and in the way 
allowed at the time!) - such as the FOSBR 25th anniversary meet-ups, which you can read 
about inside. 

I trust you are all safe and well and continue to be this way,      Rob Dixon (Chair) 

 
 
Covid-19: How Safe is the Railway? 
We know that trains are one of the safest modes of transport, in terms of accidents and 
injuries.  But what is the risk of contracting Covid-19 when travelling by train?  Obviously 
this is difficult to quantify - because, for instance, how do you know whether you caught 
the virus on the train or in the street or in a bar or at home?  Of necessity, studies have 
been based on modelling using various assumptions together with some limited evidence 
gleaned from around the world.  Although the virus is thought to mainly be transmitted 
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through the fine spray of aerosols and droplets we produce when we talk, breathe and 
cough, it can also be spread when we touch surfaces that have become contaminated with 
the virus and then put our fingers near our mouth or nose. 

Recently, a report has been produced by the Rail and Safety Standard Board (RSSB) looking 
at the probability of catching Covid.   The report's initial  findings estimated that the risk of 
infection per average passenger journey was: 1 infection in 11,068 journeys with no face 
covering and 1 in 19,765 with face covering (a 56% risk reduction assumed for mask 
wearing).  These values were trumpeted as showing very low risk during train journeys.      
https://www.rssb.co.uk/what-we-do/the-coronavirus-pandemic-how-we-can-help-
you/infection-risks. 

However, if you look at the report, it is not as simple as that.   The modelling was based on 
a simulated 1 hour journey - from waiting on the platform at the initial station all the way 
through to embarking at the destination station - and many assumptions on factors such  
as numbers of persons, infectivity, etc. had to be made.  It was based on infection rates 
present in August 2020 (they have since increased considerably, so increasing infection 
risk).  Also the model was based on person-to person contact and did not explicitly account 
for airborne virus spreading or contaminated surfaces; the effects on risk reduction due to 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems and air exchange via windows 
and doors were also not included in the model.  Thus the model will be updated and 
revised infection risks will be published.   

 
Photo: Transport for Wales- showing seats blocked off for social distancing 

A German study, for the German train operator Deutsche Bahn, has also found little or no 
evidence that Covid-19 has been triggered by a train journey.  No infections occurred in 
Germany or Austria for persons on board with a stay less than 10 hours.  They also found 
that infection rate in air-conditioned carriages was lower than in those without air 
conditioning; the air flow in their carriages causes a vertical rather than horizontal air flow 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200317-covid-19-how-long-does-the-coronavirus-last-on-surfaces
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200317-covid-19-how-long-does-the-coronavirus-last-on-surfaces
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- so reducing the virus distribution. Also, apparently the number of infected DB train 
attendants was lower than those in the (age-corrected) German population as a whole - 
suggesting low infection risk to those who work on the trains.  

A study of Chinese railways, by University of Southampton population mapping experts, 
showed a greater infection risk but this depended on seating arrangements.  There was 
some evidence that the risk of contracting the disease from a Covid sufferer sitting very 
close is about 10%.  However there is a much lower risk to people using a seat previously 
occupied by a Covid sufferer, indicating that the greatest risk is from person-to-person 
contact rather than from surface contamination.      

Thus, data on infection risk is starting to be collected but a lot of gaps in our knowledge 
need to be filled.   To that end, the Government has set up a £1.6 M research project called 
TRACK (Transport Risk Assessment for COVID Knowledge), the aim being to provide train 
companies with guidance on risks to passengers and staff.  Although this is an 18 month 
study, it is hoped to get some preliminary results by the end of this year - in time for when, 
hopefully, passenger numbers start to increase.  The work is being led by Professor Cath 
Noakes at the University of Leeds, assisted by four other Universities and Public Health 
England.  The project will look at all routes of virus transmission, from social distancing to 
air flow.    

So, there is quite a lot of evidence to show that the risk of getting infected by Covid-19 
when travelling on the train is lower (maybe considerably so) than we have been led to 
believe.  However the actual risks depend on a multitude of factors and work is ongoing to 
try and quantify these more accurately.    

In the meanwhile, we must take heed of Government guidance on this matter (see 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers).  
There is also clear and continuously updated advice about restrictions during lockdown on 
the GWR website https://www.gwr.com/safety.   During lockdown, you are asked not to 
use public transport except where necessary.  But, hopefully, this will end on 2nd 
December and then passengers can once more be welcomed back on to the trains.     

We need clear guidance to understand what we must do to keep Covid-safe on the trains.   
Here is a good example - taken from the National Rail website:  
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/covid-19.aspx: 

 



4 

 

Bristol Bridge Closure 

 

This Bristol Bridge scheme is about much more than closing a road; it is about removing all 
through private traffic from the area south of St James Barton roundabout (the Bear Pit) -  
between The Centre and Temple Meads.  Older Bristolians will remember the Inner Circuit 
Road, a fast dual carriageway once encircling central Bristol.  From the bottom of the M32 
it ran past Old Market, over a flyover at Temple Meads to St Mary Redcliff, and then 
diagonally through Queen Square to The Centre, the Bear Pit, and back to the M32.  Much 
of this has now been dug up or downgraded, but the boundary of the new ‘low traffic area’ 
roughly follows its route. 

The scheme splits the area inside this ring into four zones, roughly corresponding to Queen 
Square, Victoria Street, The Galleries and Small Street.  Private motorists will be able to 
drive into any zone, but they will have to leave the way they came in. 

Have we passed Peak Car? 
Although there are more cars on the road than ever, for the last two decades people have 
been driving them less and less.  During this period (before COVID) rail journeys 
consistently rose.  Owning a car seems, increasingly, like a bad investment.  Young people 
are less likely to get a driving licence, and nearly two thirds of people say they would cycle 
more if they felt safe on the roads.  During the first COVID lockdown, the number of people 
using bicycles rose by up to 300%.  
If you plan cities for cars and traffic, you get cars and traffic.  If you plan for people and 
places, you get people and places. 

FoSBR campaigns for rail improvements, but there are no railways inside the ring.  So why 
do we care about it?  

 We see rail as the core of a sustainable transport system which includes walking, 
cycling and bus travel.  These will all be made easier and more pleasant within the ring. 
In particular, buses will be able to take people right into the heart of the city without 
getting stuck in traffic. 

Bristol City Council 
announced that 
Bristol Bridge would 
be closed to private 
cars from 2nd 
August 2020.  Why 
does FoSBR think 
the closure of Bristol 
Bridge is good news, 
and why is it 
important? 

 

https://fosbr.org.uk/campaigns/fosbr-plan-for-rail/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/transport-plans-and-projects/changes-bristol-bridge
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/transport-plans-and-projects/changes-bristol-bridge
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/transport-plans-and-projects/changes-bristol-bridge
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 We care about clean air.  This scheme will remove a great deal of traffic from the 
central area, and will simplify the junctions around it thereby reducing congestion-
related pollution. 

 We hope that this is just the start.  There are already proposals to reallocate road 
space on Victoria Street as parklets and outdoor eating and drinking areas.  Ex-
motorists arriving at Temple Meads on new MetroWest services 
from Portishead or Henbury will find entering the city a much more welcoming 
experience than the current traffic-dominated mess! 

Councillor Kye Dudd, Cabinet Member for Transport, said: 'The closure of Bristol Bridge to 
through traffic will transform the way we travel in the city centre.  These important 
changes… are crucial to creating more efficient travel and reliable bus services in and 
around the city in the long-term'.  We couldn’t agree more! 

Further information on traffic calming measures and clean air: 

 There is now an online consultation on keeping the Bristol Bridge Bus Gate open, 
closing date Monday 1 February 2021.  Please respond constructively! 
 https://bristol.citizenspace.com/tro/bristolbridgeconsultation/consultation/intro/   

 Dr Steve Melia at the Centre for Transport and Society at the University of the West of 
England, who first proposed the idea of closing Bristol Bridge to through traffic, has 
written an article for Bristol 24/7: 
https://www.bristol247.com/opinion/your-say/removing-through-traffic-will-enable-
many-other-improvements/ 

 There is also a consultation on two new options for a charging clean air zone, closing 
date Sunday 22 November.  It may not be necessary to implement a charging zone if 
the Bristol Bridge Bus Gate and the other traffic interventions prove successful. 
https://bristol.citizenspace.com/growth-regeneration/caz2020/. 

 Bristol Clean Air Alliance are launching a campaign, provisionally called Clean Air 
Ambassadors, to platform people who are making changes to their own daily lives so 
as to reduce their personal emissions. Please contact Katrina Billings on 
bristolcleanairalliance@gmail.com if you want to tell people the creative ways you get 
around Bristol car-free, and to encourage others to follow suit.   

 There is also a Liveable Neighbourhoods campaign to support Bristol City Council’s 
initiative of removing road space from cars – https://liveablebristol.org.uk/ 

 

************************************************************ 

FoSBR 25th anniversary – socially-distanced celebrations  

September was the 25th anniversary of FoSBR’s formation.   Although Covid-19 prevented 

any large celebration, some of our supporters were keen to meet up between the spring 

and winter lockdowns - in line with the restrictions in place.  Several dates were arranged 

where groups (up to six) of FoSBR supporters and allies met up to travel by train to a local 

station and then do a walk to an area of local interest.  So far groups have met at:  

https://fosbr.org.uk/clean-air-plan/
https://www.bristol247.com/news-and-features/news/exclusive-a-new-vision-for-victoria-street/
https://www.bristol247.com/news-and-features/news/exclusive-a-new-vision-for-victoria-street/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/metrowest/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/portishead-railway-line/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/henbury-line/
https://bristol.citizenspace.com/tro/bristolbridgeconsultation/consultation/intro/
https://www.bristol247.com/opinion/your-say/removing-through-traffic-will-enable-many-other-improvements/
https://www.bristol247.com/opinion/your-say/removing-through-traffic-will-enable-many-other-improvements/
https://bristol.citizenspace.com/growth-regeneration/caz2020/
mailto:bristolcleanairalliance@gmail.com
https://liveablebristol.org.uk/
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 Severn Beach for Shirleys Café,   

 Avonmouth - to walk to Shirehampton,   

 Shirehampton to visit the Lamplighters Inn,   

 Sea Mills - to walk to Shirehampton,  

 Clifton Down – to walk a loop around The Downs  

 Redland - to explore Cotham Gardens.  

Guests have included FoSBR members, transport campaigners and local allies such as David 

C Johnson, poet and author of The Severn Beach Line film (see page 14) and John Beales, 

who has produced the  “Walks from the Severn Beach Line” (see page 15).  Some of these 

routes were those used by our “FoSBR Six” groups.  Many thanks to John for his research 

and FoSBR hopes to collaborate with him on further leaflets of walks from Bristol stations.   

FoSBR is keen to promote not just the Severn Beach Line but other stations in the area – 

watch this space!  https://fosbr.org.uk/category/walks/   

 

 

 

Christmas Bargain  

It is coming up for Christmas and some of you may be at a loss on what to buy your loved 
ones.  Do not fret - we have the answer for you!   

From now until Christmas, we will be selling FoSBR 25th anniversary” T-shirts at £7.50 each 
- or two for £10.00.   If you would like to take up this offer, either:  

email us at:  general@fosbr.org.uk     or ring Teresa on:  07765 114631 

 

Our FoSBR friends and allies 

reported that it felt good to get on 

the train, get some exercise and 

be sociable.  These sorts of 

activities are certainly important 

to people’s wellbeing during these 

uncertain times.  Let’s hope that, 

after the November lockdown, 

restrictions will allow further 

meet-ups.  

Please email us at 

general@fosbr.org.uk  if you 

would like to be involved in any 

future small gathering (when 

restrictions allow), and let us 

know if you’d like to reserve a 

“FoSBR 25th anniversary” T-shirt. 

(see below) 

Stay safe everyone! 

mailto:general@fosbr.org.uk


7 

 

How the Severn Beach line was saved 

It is quite a wonder that the Severn Beach line has managed to survive because there was 
a real possibility in the 1960s/ 1970s that it could have been closed and dismantled.  
Remember,  in those days, the car became king and public transport, especially rail, was 
starting to be considered as yesterday's news.   So what might the route have looked like 
now? Perhaps covered in houses and supermarkets,  perhaps a public footpath/ cycleway 
or perhaps some bright spark might have built a road on the track bed! None of this 
happened - and here is why....... 

1960s – Beeching threat 

The Beeching report of 1963 recommended that the passenger service on the Severn 
Beach line be withdrawn but, due to representations by staff and customers, this did not 
happen.  The threat arose again in 1967 and Chris Hooper, who worked at Avonmouth 
docks, recalls a packed, public meeting  in Shirehampton. The guest speaker was the 
Temple Meads station master who explained that the line had to close. The meeting 
rejected his suggestion and he stormed  out of the meeting in a rage.  Luckily, following an 
inquiry, it was agreed that the line be kept open – albeit with a reduced service.  Staff were 
withdrawn from all stations along the line except for Temple Meads and fares were 
collected on the trains – the reduced costs from this resulting in reduced fares.  In the 
1970s, most of the track was reduced to single line except at Clifton Down and Avonmouth 
stations. 

1980s – Severn Beach Line Passenger Association 

 

The forerunner of FoSBR was 
the Severn Beach Line Passenger 
Association (SBLPA).  Chris Green, a 15 
year old from Shirehampton, decided 
to prove the importance of branch 
lines by chartering excursion trains. 
These stopped at all Severn Beach line 
stations on the way to various exotic 
destinations and were paid for by the 
fares collected.  The first, called the 
‘Local Loco’ was in 1979 to North 
Wales and Chester; many others 
followed until 1987, going to locations 
throughout the UK – including London, 
Edinburgh, Lake District, Brighton, 
Nottingham –  and even Boulogne in 
France.    

 

https://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/docsummary.php?docID=13
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The Severn Beach line service struggled on despite threats of cut backs and possible line 
closure, but with some financial assistance from the local authority.  Punctuality and 
cancellations were a problem.  If a train was required elsewhere at short notice, then often 
the one on the Severn Beach line would be borrowed to fill this gap. 

1995 – FoSBR formed 

FoSBR started at 07.30 on Monday 25th September 1995 in protest at the reduction of 
commuter services to Severn Beach.  Organised by a 24 year old cyclist, about 20 people 
with bikes or buggies gathered at Avonmouth station in front of TV and radio outlets to 
show that that a bus service from Avonmouth was no substitute for a train.  Julie 
Boston, Peter Gould and others then carried on with the campaign to improve services.     

In the early 2000s, Network Rail wanted to cut off-peak weekly trains to a 2 hour 
frequency but Bristol City Council provided an annual subsidy of some £120,000 which 
permitted an hourly service after considerable pressure from FoSBR and others.   Then in 
2006, the council voted to withdraw the entire subsidy for the line.  This drew howls of 
protest and, after vigorous campaigning, especially by Cat Hobbs (then FoSBR’s Press 
Secretary), the subsidy cut was reversed.  The Council agreed to pay £450K per year for 3 
years, starting in May 2008. This permitted the use of a second train which dramatically 
improved punctuality and gave a 40 minute service during the day.  In turn this resulted in 
a significant increase in passenger numbers year on year – with annual passenger journeys 
increasing from around 450,000 in 2007/8 (pre-enhanced service) to 1.4 million in 
2019 (pre-COVID).   

Tireless work by others in the SBLPA, 
including Clive Farquhar and David 
Collingborn (still members of FoSBR), 
harried the authorities to improve services 
and stations with some successes, including 
the (temporary) reinstatement of a Sunday 
service.  The SBPLA also produced a 
quarterly newsletter (‘Newsline’) which 
included wonderful artwork by the 
late Mike Baker.  Looking at some of the 
newsletters, there was a lot of comments 
about the poor state of the stations on the 
line - with Clifton Down station apparently 
coming very close to winning a national 
award in the Daily Telegraph's competition 
for one of the 'grottiest stops on Britain's 
passenger lines'.  The Association faded 
away in the early 1990s as the Committee 
members moved to pastures new. 

to add 

https://fosbr.org.uk/severn-beach-line-tops-1-4-million-passengers/
https://fosbr.org.uk/severn-beach-line-tops-1-4-million-passengers/
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Since 2006, the Severnside Community Rail Partnership has worked with local 
communities to encourage the use of local trains on routes radiating from Bristol, including 
the Severn Beach line.  They deliver station improvement projects with the assistance of 
volunteers, schools, youth groups and the Community Payback scheme.  They also host 
events and educational activities to encourage sustainable, healthy travel. 

In 2011 the subsidy was reduced by half because of the large increase in passenger 
numbers and in 2014 it ended because DfT took over the enhanced service into the First 
Great Western (now GWR) franchise.  

 

Today 

The enhanced service from 2008 was a real game-changer for the Severn Beach Line and, 
coupled with the recent four tracking of Filton Bank and the coming MetroWest services, 
should ensure a good future for this local line in the post-COVID world. 

For many years since the 1960s, the line has been under constant threat, not only by direct 
closure but also by benign neglect – by letting the service run down so much that 
passengers would seek alternative modes of transport.  Constant campaigning has 
prevented its demise – and now it is recognised as an important part of the local rail 
network.   

FoSBR, with your support, continues to campaign for further improvements to local rail 
services and facilities.  Increasingly, it is working with other transport-related groups and 
organisations to push for a greener, more sustainable, transport system for Bristol and the 
surrounding area.  The Covid pandemic has had some very negative outcomes but there 
was one positive from it.  We all could see that a reduction in traffic led to a much more 
pleasant city in terms of air quality, the ability to move around without being mown down 
and even being able to hear the birds sing!  Let us hope we can build on this in the future.    

https://www.severnside-rail.org.uk/
https://fosbr.org.uk/friends-of-suburban-bristol-railways-fosbr-gather-to-celebrate-success-of-filton-bank-four-tracking/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/metrowest/
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A Tale of Two Bridges 

1.  Little Stoke Bridge replaced, almost .... 

 
Old bridge.  Credit:  Stoke Gifford Journal 

 
New bridge (artists impression).  Credit: S. Glos. Council  

 

The old bridge was taken down on the night of Monday 26 October and the new, 
replacement bridge was due to be moved into position by 7 November.  However during 
the movement of the new bridge into position, some of the transporter's wheels got stuck 
in the soft ground, resulting in the bridge being grounded 30 m short of its target position.    
Urgent work is being carried out to place materials under the wheels to gain traction but, 
as we go to print, the situation is not yet resolved.  Trains have had to diverted and 
timetables changed during the works.    
 

Both Gypsy Patch Lane and its junction with Station Road  will remain closed until 
approximately July 2021.  This will enable Gypsy Patch Lane to be excavated down to the 
required new carriageway level, for new utilities and new drainage infrastructure to be 
installed and for the Station Road junction to be excavated down to tie-in with Gypsy Patch 
Lane.  The road either side of the bridge will be widened next summer. 

The railway bridge  over Gypsy 
Patch Lane, some 300 metres 
south of Patchway Station, is 
being replaced as part of the 
Cribbs Patchway Metrobus 
Extension (CPME) scheme to 
provide a direct bus link 
between Bristol Parkway and 
The Mall.   
 

A 4,500 tonne concrete 
replacement bridge has been 
pre-fabricated in a yard next to 
the railway line, ready for 
slotting into place after 
completion of enabling works.  

The new bridge will be wider 
than previous, providing room 
for new bus lanes in each 
direction and shared use cycle 
and pedestrian pathways, as 
well as general traffic lanes.  

The bridge move had been 
postponed from the Easter 
period to the autumn because 
of COVID-19.   
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2.  Frog Marsh Bridge 

On 15 July 2019, Bristol City Council permanently closed the road under Bannerman Road 

Bridge in Easton to motor vehicles, where All Hallows Road and Albion Road meet under 

the railway.  The road lies next to primary school Bannerman Road Academy and its 

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) had been calling for the closure for years, in a bid to cut 

pollution and improve pupils’ safety.  The road was used as a rat run and the junction 

adjacent to the school was historically a major hazard to children at the school, with 

speeding issues and unsafe parking. 

The proposed closure had been out to consultation and, needless to say, not everybody 

was happy.  It was opposed by a group of residents, shopkeepers and faith leaders in the 

area - who argued that the area was not polluted and that the closure would only force 

drivers onto other roads in the area to cause more accidents.  Residents’ association 

'Easton Voice' carried out a survey of 1,000 locals and apparently 900 were opposed to the 

change!   

      
Photo: Bahbak Hashemi-Nezhad 

However, after the road closure, a new community centre was created under the bridge - 
its design being a collaboration between public realm designer Bahbak Hashemi-Nezhad, 
the ‘Friends of Bannerman Road’ group (set up by the former PTA of Bannerman Road 
Academy) and students from the Academy.  The designer worked with students to design 
the space, actively encouraging the students to re-imagine the area both as an extension 
of the classroom as well as a public space for playing and gatherings.  Residents and 
students named the new area  'Frog Marsh', the historic name for this part of Easton until 
about 1950. 

https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/all-about/education
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The 'road' surface of the pedestrian area is bright blue, bounded by a 'museum' of 30 
different bright orange bollards.  The striking bespoke typeface across the bridge was  
specially commissioned for the project.  It is good to see this re-use of road space for 
pedestrian use, especially as the children can watch the trains glide over the railway bridge 
while they play underneath in safety. 
 

 
                Photo: Bahbak Hashemi-Nezhad 

 
***************************************************** 
 
 

Membership Matters                                 Tony Lloyd (FoSBR Membership Secretary) 

All those of you who sent their 2020 subscriptions by June this year should have received 
membership cards with the June 2020 (No.103) newsletter.  Thank you to all who sent 
their subscriptions since then – your membership cards are enclosed with this newsletter.  
We would also be happy to receive any other subscriptions for this year – every little bit 
helps! 
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Inspired by the Severn Beach line  
 

Our Severn Beach line passes through a diverse mixture of landscapes - from inner city 
Bristol to the wild expanses of the Severn estuary.  This has inspired writers, poets, 
musicians and artists to include the line in some of their works.  We thought it would be 
interesting to list some of them - so you too can enjoy these inspiring works that have 
been stimulated by this marvellous survivor of Victorian engineering.  
 

1.  Track Record  

Track Record is a collaboration between the contemporary jazz duo Eyebrow and poetry 
collective The Spoke.  They composed and recorded a soundtrack to the entire 40 minute 
journey from Temple Meads to Severn Beach, with a mix of local history, social observation 
and railway rhythms.  Its  12 tracks represent different parts of the journey - for instance, 
track 4 (named as 'Bench') describes the wistful reminiscences of an old lady on a bench at 
Montpelier station.  The soundtrack was first performed on Saturday 13 July 2019 on the 
train journey itself (streamed via headphones) and then the entire work performed live at 
the Severn Vale Festival.    

 

Performance at the Severn Vale Festival, July 2019.  Musicians and poets face the audience 
 

 

Track record was sponsored by Arts Council 
England, Forgotten Landscapes and 
Severnside Community Rail Partnership.  You 
can download the tracks but, better still, you 
can buy the CD/Booklet (containing the 
poems and soundtack) from Mulfran Press, 
Cardiff (cost £12.00).  http://mulfran.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.trackrecordarts.com/eyebrow/
https://www.trackrecordarts.com/the-spoke/
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2.  111 Places in Bristol that you shouldn't miss. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

3.  The Severn Beach Line - a poetry film 
 

This poetry film was a collaboration between the film maker, Diana Taylor, and the 
performance poet David C Johnson.   They decided that it would be a John Betjeman-style 
poem, based on the Severn Beach line.   The 4½ minute film, dating from 2010, transports 
you along the line while listening to David's wistful and poignant verse.  

 

 
 

 

This book is in the international 111 Places/ 111 
Shops series, the aim of which is to write about 
places not usually featured in guidebooks.   

The book is written by Martin Booth, the editor of 
Bristol 24/7 (Bristol's news and entertainment 
website and free monthly magazine).  Photographs 
to go with each of the 111 entries were taken by 
Barbara Evripidou. 
 

Entry No. 94 in this book features the Severn Beach 
line, with a picture of Redland Station, together 
with a mention of FoSBR - so now we're 
internationally famous! 

Entry No. 70 is the Mina Road Tunnel in St 
Werburghs - a 200 feet long tunnel under the 
Severn Beach line from Montpelier to Narroways 
Junction famous for the graffiti on its walls and 
even the ceiling.  
Publisher: Emons Verlag    Published: 18 Sept 2020 
ISBN: 9783740808983        Price: £12.99 

  

It has been very popular and 
shown many times round Bristol. 
It even won a prestigious local 
FoSBR AWARD in May 2010 - at 
an awards ceremony, held in  the 
Brunel Boardroom at Temple 
Meads, for those who had 
contributed to the renaissance of 
the line. 
 

A copy of it has been posted on 
the FoSBR website - well worth a 
visit! https://fosbr.org.uk/the-
severn-beach-line-a-poem 
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4.  Walks from Bristol’s Severn Beach Line - by Andrew Swift.   
 

 

 

 

5.   Walks from the Severn Beach Line - John Beales 
 

 

 
 

This book was reviewed by Peter Gould in 
Newsletter No 87 (December 2014).  
 

It is a fascinating book, even for non-walkers, 
and is in three parts: a concise history of the 
line, an account of what can be seen from the 
train along the route and the walks 
themselves.   The walks are well designed and 
the maps (to be supplemented by OS or A-Z) 
are clear.  
 

It contains a generous amount of  colour 
photos, old  maps,  sketches and black and 
white photos.  It is also rich in the amount of 
historical detail.  To get a copy: 
  
Publisher: Akeman Press, Oct 2014.  

 ISBN: 978-0-9560989-5-5  Price: £15.00 

 
  

 
An ally of FoSBR has kindly compiled a selection 
of 10 walks from the Severn Beach Line.  John 
Beales is a walk leader with Bristol Amblers who 
operate a free and friendly walking group within 
'Walking for Health' under the auspices of The 
Ramblers.      

Walking for Health walks are intended to be 
three miles or less and Bristol Amblers only use 
public transport to get to a walk start and from a 
walk end.  For more about Bristol Amblers, 
see: http://www.wellspringhlc.org.uk/walking-
for-health.  

The walk notes include interesting descriptions of 
both well-known and obscure points of interest 
along the way. 
 

The 10 walks can be downloaded as a PDF 
booklet from the FoSBR website.  
https://fosbr.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/00allsblwalks.pdf 

 

https://fosbr.org.uk/00allsblwalks/
https://fosbr.org.uk/00allsblwalks/
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Nostalgia photo 

 

 
This slightly misty, sepia photograph (date unknown - but definitely pre-1965) shows a 
scene from somewhere along the Severn Beach line - but where is it?  Looking at the 
church on the right of the picture might give you a clue - as anybody travelling on the 
Severn Beach line towards Temple Meads will have seen it (unless they were too busy 
looking at their smart phone)! 
 

Perhaps this also might give you a clue? 
 

 

Following big changes, this 
photo shows the same 
area taken just a few years 
ago (from a different 
angle).   At that time the 
vegetation had been 
cleared, giving a good view 
of the changed rail layout.   
Since then the trees and 
weeds have grown, 
obscuring the features.    
 

From Bristol Railway 
Archive.  Photo taken 
December 2007. 
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It was once the site of Ashley Hill Junction, where the Midland Railway's extension 
to Mangotsfield merged with the GWR line.  At one time there were four tracks and a 
signal box at this spot. The route to Mangotsfield closed on 14th June 1965 with the signal 
box following on 27th February 1966.  In this old photo, the two tracks on the right are 
part of  the Severn Beach line (now single track) from Montpelier station to Narroways 
Junction. 
 

(The Midland Railway route went from St Philips through Fishponds and Mangotsfield 
towards Gloucester and the Midlands.  Now it forms part of the Bristol to Bath cycle path. 
The short line from Ashley Hill Junction joined the Midland railway route at what was 
called 'Kingswood Junction' - now in the district of Clay Bottom).    
 

    
Old trackbed in Narroways local nature reserve 

***************************************************** 
Stapleton Road Station makeover 

Three vibrant new artworks have been unveiled at the gateway to Stapleton Road 
railway station.  The station wall, a directions sign and the metal gates were all 
redecorated by women living in the local area.  Don't worry, the original mural by Bill 
Guilding is still there - these new artworks are an addition to the station's art 
collection.   

As you enter the station from the main entrance on Stapleton Road, you are greeted 
by colourful new gates containing hidden mandalas. These were designed and made 
by blacksmith and metal fabricator Mary Reynolds, who reshapes steel to make art 
that is both practical and aesthetically pleasing.  

Mandala = symbolic, circular figure as religious symbol of the universe, 
                                            from Concise Oxford Dictionary. 

The two tracks on the left (in the old photo) 
were lifted and the track bed was eventually 
absorbed as a path into the Narroways 
Millenium Green, set up in 2000; this became 
the Narroways local nature reserve in 2016.  

These lines used to cross over the Filton Bank 
mainline but now the only evidence of their 
existence are the bridge supports either side 
of the 4 tracks between Temple Meads and 
Filton Abbey Wood stations.  The cutting on 
the other side of the Filton Bank tracks has 
been filled in - the only other relic of this 
forgotten railway can be seen as an 
embankment and bridge arch just near to 
Tesco at Eastville.  

Ed: Thanks to Bernard Kennedy for the photo 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Railway
http://bristol-rail.co.uk/wiki/Mangotsfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Western_Railway
http://bristol-rail.co.uk/wiki/1965
http://bristol-rail.co.uk/wiki/1966
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Photo:  Mary Reynolds 

Adjacent to the gates, mural artists 'Peace of Art' have painted a mandala design on 
one of the walls, the mandalas all being edged with a train track design.  This was the 
first big commission for the all-women arts collective which is run by 'Baggator', a 
collection of groups and people dedicated to citizen empowerment in Easton.  
Further into the station, a shipping container, once covered in graffiti, has received a 
complete makeover by Anna Higgie. Her eye-catching mural signposts passengers 
arriving by train to the multitude of independent shops, cafes and places of interest 
along St Mark’s Road and Stapleton Road.  The centrepiece of the mural is a beautiful 
butterfly. 

The art schemes were initiated by the Severnside Community Rail Partnership (SCRP) 
and are part of planned improvements to an area of Network Rail land, between the 
entrances to the station on St Mark’s Road and Stapleton Road. The project has been 
funded by a Bristol City Council Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  grant. 

The CIL funding has also paid for increased CCTV coverage at the station, new 
lighting, and real-time information screens that are soon to be installed. Work will 
also be carried out to landscape the steep hill as you enter the station from St Mark’s 
Road, and putting in some benches. There are also plans to create a large community 
garden and possibly a farmers’ market. 

https://www.severnside-rail.org.uk/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/people-communities/funding-local-projects
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***************************************************** 
Ashley Down Station 

Ashley Down is one of three new stations to be built as part of the MetroWest Phase Two 
project - which will see an hourly  passenger service from Temple Meads to Henbury (the 
Henbury Spur).  It will be built on the site of the old Ashley Hill station, closed in 1964.  The 
station's location makes it easily accessible for people living locally, who will benefit from 
improvements to walking and cycling access. Paths to the station entrance will be 
realigned and the gradient reduced to ensure the station is fully accessible to all users, 
with lifts to the bridge between platforms. The station is due to be re-opened in 2023. 
 

The station entrance will be located on the western side of the line - on Concorde Way 
where the path meets Station Road in Ashley Down, Bristol.  Near this entrance, the 
existing subway at the northern end of the station will connect to Muller Road via Station 
Lane.  This subway will be improved by reducing the gradient of the path through it and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wall mural and 

its artists 
Photo by: 

Faye Keane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redecorated 
shipping 

container - 
now a 

colourful 
signpost 

Photo by: 
Faye Keane 
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improving the lighting and the path surface. The proposed improvements this side of the 
railway track do not form part of the station access plans; instead they will be improved as 
part of the travel plan for the new Trinity Academy (a new secondary school in Lockleaze).  

 
This is how the new station could look, viewed from Concorde Way (Bristol City Council) 

Bristol City Council has taken considerable care to involve local participation in the 
proposed access arrangements.  They invited people to submit their views on the 
proposals - this consultation ended on 1 November 2020.  Also,  on 13 October, the 
Council’s Transport Engagement Team showed small groups of people the new access 
arrangements; FOSBR took the opportunity and a report on the visit can be found on our 
website.  Although local residents are mostly in favour of the new station, there is concern 
about traffic congestion and anti-social parking in the area, caused by people using the 
station.  They strongly request that the area should be a residential parking zone.     
 

 

Ed:  I couldn't resist 
showing you this 
charming picture taken 
by the platform bridge 
at the old Ashley Hill 
station in the 1900s - 
entitled 'Girls off for 
the Day'.                
 
Photo:   Alan Marshall, 
saved to Vintage 
Bristol Images 
 
              

https://www.trinityacademybristol.org/
https://fosbr.org.uk/ashley-down-station/
https://fosbr.org.uk/ashley-down-station/
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Stroudwater - a new station? 
 

 
 

Stonehouse Town Council is leading a campaign to re-open the old Stonehouse Bristol 
Road station which  lies on the Bristol to Gloucester/ Birmingham line.  The original station 
closed to passengers in 1965 and to goods traffic in 1966 - a victim of the Beeching cuts.  
The current Stonehouse station (which used to be called Stonehouse Burdett Road station) 
is on the Golden Valley line between Gloucester and Stroud. To avoid confusion between 
the two stations, it is proposed to re-name the re-opened station as 'Stroudwater station'. 

The proposed Station is located in a densely populated area with a population of 12,000 
within a mile (Stonehouse and The Stanleys) and 22,000 within 2 miles.  Up to 55,000 
people live in the catchment area and this is predicted to grow to 58,800 by 2028.  Thus, 
potentially, there is a large number of clients for this station.  At present, people living in 
the Stroud Valleys and wishing to travel by train to Bristol, have to travel either up to 
Gloucester or to Swindon to get a train to Bristol.  This means they are making a two-hour 
maximum public transport trip in what is a 45-minute car journey.  In practice, most people 
currently drive all the way to Bristol, or go Cam & Dursley to pick up the train. 

Stonehouse Town Coucil and Railfuture submitted a bid to the Department for Transport’s 
'Restoring Your Railway' fund; the bid was unsuccessful but the proposal was assessed as 
having potential and they were advised to apply to the New Stations Fund. Further 
progress with the bid requires Gloucestershire County Council to include the proposal in 
the County’s Local Transport Plan.  A petition to the Council was set up in August this year 
and will run until 31 July 2021.  https://stroudwaterstation.co.uk/petition/ 

https://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/all-about/traffic-travel
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A FGW DMU train passes the site of Stonehouse Bristol Road station.  
 (The surviving Station Master's house is at left of picture).            Photo: Kev Parsons 
 

************************************************************************ 

Covid-19  causes delays for 2 railway schemes 
 

(1)  Portway Park & Ride Station 
 

The completion date for this station has been further delayed due to coronavirus.  The 
original planning application considered that the station would open in early 2020, but this 
was then pushed back to the end of the year.  Now, following some delays due to the 
pandemic, detailed project design is now progressing, with work set to start on site at the 
end of this year - ahead of completion of construction in the summer of 2021. 
 

The Portway station scheme is fully funded, with the cost of the project - including work 
that already done - being about £3.5 million.   Part of the funding (£1.67M) came from the 
government's 'New Stations Fund' which was conditional on the station being completed 
by early 2020.  Happily, the deadline has now been extended until March 2021.   
 

(2)  Portishead Line 

The project, to re-connect the railway line from Ashton Junction in Bristol to Pill and 
Portishead, was scheduled for completion by December 2023.  However, before the work 
can start, the project has to go through a Development Consent Order (DCO) examination 
process.  North Somerset Council submitted its application for a DCO to 
the Planning Inspectorate last autumn and the examination into the DCO, expected to last 
six months, was due to start at the end of May 2020.  However, the Covid pandemic has 
delayed this by about 4 months   This will push the projected opening of this new line  to 
sometime in 2024.  Work is also being carried out to assess any cost implications incurred 
to the scheme due to the pandemic; earlier in the year, there were suggestions that the 
DCO delays could lead to an increased cost of about £5M.   

Carol Kambites of 
Stonehouse Town 
Council contacted 
FoSBR in July to ask us 
to support the 
campaign.  We decided 
that the potential 
ridership from the 
station could build a 
strong business case 
and therefore we have 
added Stroudwater to 
our FoSBR 'Plan for 
Rail' map. 

https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/all-about/coronavirus
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/all-about/north-somerset-council
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/all-about/planning
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Name the station! 
 

From which local stations were these pictures taken?   Win the prize of a FOSBR 25th 

anniversary t-shirt PLUS a copy of the book '111 Places in Bristol that you shouldn't 
miss!'   

 

Please email press@fosbr.org.uk with your answers, or reply via post to the contact 
address on the back of the newsletter before the deadline of end-December 2020.  In the 
event of a tie, the winning entry will be selected from a hat.  Answers will be provided in 
the January 2021 newsletter.   

 

Accusations of voter fraud will be strongly resisted and no legal challenges will be 
permitted!   

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:press@fosbr.org.uk
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Our next newsletter will be in early 2021.   If you have anything for the next newsletter 
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.  
 

General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk Website:  webmaster@fosbr.org.uk 
Chair:  chairman@fosbr.org.uk Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FOSBR 
Membership: membership@fosbr.org.uk Twitter:  www.twitter.com/FOSBR 
Newsletter:  newsletter@fosbr.org.uk Website:   www.fosbr.org.uk 
Campaigning:  campaigns@fosbr.org.uk  

or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU 
                                                                     FOSBR, printed by Greyhound, Clifton 

mailto:general@fosbr.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/FOSBR
mailto:membership@fosbr.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@fosbr.org.uk
http://www.fosbr.org.uk/

